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j ROBERT NAVA. COURTESY OF PACE GALLERY. PHOTOGRAPHY BY HEáDá BOHNENKAMP.

RobeTV NaXa, DeVail ofaSRlaUh CloWd, 2020. AcT[lic on canXaU, 72 � 72 incheU.

An emeTging UVaT on Vhe inVeTnaVional aTV Ucene, RobeTV NaXa YaU boTn in 1985 in EaUV 
Chicago, YheTe he ÕTUV UVaTVed dTaYing chaTacVeTU fTom caTVoonU and ceTeal boZeU aU a child. 
AfVeT aTV UVWdieU in ándiana and gTad Uchool aV Yale, NaXa embTaced Vhe Tole of UVTWggling 
[oWng aTViUV in NeY YoTk, YheTe he TeVWTned Vo an eZRTeUUiXe, childlike UV[le of cTeaVing Õne 
aTV.

CaRVWTing Vhe gTeaVeT aTV YoTldÆU aVVenVion in a VhTee-ReTUon RTeUenVaVion aV EZRo Chicago in 
2017, NaXa haU Uince gone on Vo UWcceUUfWl Uolo UhoYU in BTWUUelU, LoU AngeleU, CoRenhagen, 
and Palm Beach. FTeUh oà Vhe Palm Beach oWVing, YheTe he UhoYed d[namic canXaUeU of 
monUVToWU UhaTkU aV Pace, Vhe ValenVed aTViUV UaV doYn YiVh ATV & ObjecV Vo diUcWUU Vhe aTc of 
hiU TiUe, hiU YoTk RToceUU, and an innoXaViXe UeTieU of URiTiVed angel RainVingU, cWTTenVl[ on 
XieY aV Vhe neY ChelUea locale of Vhe ViVo Schnabel GalleT[ in NeY YoTk.

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY OF PACE GALLERY.

ánUVallaVion XieY of RobeTV NaXa aV Pace, Palm Beach, JanWaT[ 6-17, 2021.

PaWl LaUVeT: When did [oW iniViall[ become inVeTeUVed in aTV and hoY did [oW eZRTeUU VhaV
faUcinaVion?

Paul Laster, "Robert Nava Unleashing the Child Within," Art & Object, March 4, 2021.
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PaWl LaUVeT: When did [oW iniViall[ become inVeTeUVed in aTV and hoY did [oW eZRTeUU VhaV 
faUcinaVion?

RobeTV NaXa: á began b[ dTaYing and UcTibbling abUVTacVl[ aU all kidU do, bWV á conUcioWUl[ UVaTVed

dTaYing cartoons and ceTeal boZ chaTacVeTU aToWnd UeXen oT eighV and conVinWed an inVeTeUV in 
aTV VhToWgh m[ Uchool [eaTU. ATV claUU YaU deÕniVel[ m[ faXoTiVe UWbjecV.

PL: WhaV did [oW leaTn dWTing [oWT WndeTgTad aTV UVWdieU aV ándiana UniXeTUiV[ NoTVhYeUV VhaV 
helRed RTeRaTe [oW foT gTad Uchool aV Yale?

RN: á leaTned hoY Vo dTaY and RainV TeRTeUenVaVionall[ÄfTom UVill life Vo liXe modelÄin a XeT[ 
VTadiVional Ya[, bWV in m[ Õnal [eaT á YaU Vold, ÅnoY VhaV [oW aTe an aTViUV VheTe aTe no moTe 
aUUignmenVU and [oW can do YhaVeXeT [oW YanV.Æ EXen VhoWgh Vhe Uchool YaU in ándiana, Ye 
YeTe cloUe Vo Chicago and m[ RTofeUUoTU YoWld VaR VheiT fTiendU aV Vhe ATV ánUViVWVe of Chicago 
and NoTVhYeUVeTn UniXeTUiV[ Vo be XiUiVing aTViUVU. áV YaU YondeTfWl Vo be eZRoUed Vo man[ 
diàeTenV aXenWeU of VhoWghV, bWV Vhe challengeU aV Yale YeTe faT gTeaVeT.

PL: Which inUVTWcVoTU aV Yale made an imRacV on Vhe aTV VhaV [oWÆTe cWTTenVl[ making and YhaV 
YaU iV aboWV Vhem oT VheiT YoTk VhaV aRRealed Vo [oW Vhen and UVill doeU noY?

RN: ThaVÆU a VoWgh one becaWUe VheTe YeTe Uo man[ good VeacheTU and XiUiVing aTViUVU VheTe, 
and á liked a loV of VhemÄeXen Yhen Vhe[ YeTe RWUhing haTd, becaWUe á Teali\ed VhaV iV YaU foT 
m[=beneÕV. á Teall[ connecVed YiVh PeVeT Halle[, HWma Bhabha, and CaTToll DWnham. The[ 
YeTe Vhe UVandoWVU, bWV VheTe YeTe a loV of oVheTU Yho made me Vhink. AU faT aU UVicking YiVh 
me, HWma Bhabha iU UVill one of m[ faXoTiVe aTViUVU. á like hoY Uhe combineU Vhe ancienV YiVh 
Vhe Uci-Õ and Vhe Ya[ Uhe WUeU oàbeaV maVeTialU. She lookU Vhe godU and monUVeTU diTecVl[ in 
Vhe face and Vhen cTankU Vhe XolWme WR fWll blaUV.

PL: HoY long did iV Vake afVeT leaXing college Vo WnleaTn YhaV [oW had been VaWghV and 
diUcoXeT [oWT oYn diUVincViXe Ya[ of YoTking?

RN: áV came RTeVV[ SWickl[ becaWUe á YanVed Vo geV aYa[ fTom Vhe conXenVional Ya[ of making 
aTV. á TenVed a TaY UVWdio in BTookl[n, YheTe á YaU conVinWoWUl[ eZReTimenVing and fWmbling 
aToWnd. áV YaUnÆV VhaV á YanVed Vo do VhingU YTongl[, bWV á YaU oRen Vo eTToT. á Telied on m[ 
inVWiVion and SWickl[ gained conÕdence. á made a UeTieU of VTWck RainVingU and Vhen UVaTVed 
RaUUionaVel[ dTaYing and RainVing m[Vhological beingU and beaUVU.

PL: WhaV YaU [oWT ÕTUV big bTeak and hoY did iV aàecV [oWT conÕdence going foTYaTd?

RN: áV came Yhen RobeTVo PaTadiUeÄa galleT[ baUed in San JWan, PWeTVo RicoÄeZhibiVed m[ 
RainVingU aV EZRo Chicago in 2017. áV YaU Vhe ÕTUV Rlace YheTe m[ neY UV[le of RainVing YaU 
Rh[Uicall[ UhoYn. The galleT[ RTeUenVed a RainVing of an alligaVoT eaVing a man, CTWnch , and 
anoVheT big canXaU of a ÕeT[ Yinged hoTUe, FlameVhToYeT PegaUWU, and á immediaVel[ kneY 
VhaV VheUe RainVingU YeTe Wnlike an[Vhing elUe aV Vhe faiT. áV YaU a big deal foT me, eUReciall[ 
Uince iV haRRened Uo cloUe Vo home.

PL: Did UVTWggling in an WTban enXiTonmenV helR UhaRe [oWT TaY UV[le of ÕgWTaVion?

RN: YeU, and iV UVaTVed in m[ UVWdio bWilding, Yhich YaU fWll of gTaÞVi. áÆm noV UWTe if á fWll[ 
WndeTUVand hoY inURiTaVion YoTkU, bWV UWbconUcioWUl[ Ueeing all of Vhe maTkU on Vhe YallU and 
Ueeing Vhe aggTeUUiXe naVWTe of Vhe ciV[ Yhile YoTking aU a VTWck dTiXeTÄaU faUV aU iV goeU and 
Vhe hWUVle iU on and [oWÆTe in Vhe hWUVleÄdoeU come oWV in Vhe feTociV[ of Vhe line and inVenUiV[ 
of coloT. And liXing and YoTking in a Umall BTookl[n UVWdio iU aU UeTioWU aU a heaTV aVVack and aU 
laWghable aU a caTVoon aV Vhe Uame Vime.



j ROBERT NAVA. COURTESY PACE GALLERY. PHOTOGRAPHY BY HEáDá BOHNENKAMP.

RobeTV NaXa, LighVning Wolf SkWll RideT, 2020. AcT[lic and gTeaUe Rencil on 
canXaU, 68a� 72 incheU. 

PL: WhaV led [oW Vo UVaTV dTaYing and RainVing oVheTYoTldl[ cTeaVWTeU, like angelU, dTagonU, and 
other mythological beasts?

RN: á YanVed Vo TeVWTn Vo m[ childhood inVeTeUVU. á YanVed Vo Uee VheUe fabled cTeaVWTeU in m[ 
UVWdio. áÆm inVeTeUVed in a neY kind of m[Vhmaking, eXen VhoWgh VheTe aTe no Teal UVoTieU behind 
Vhem [eV. áV oRened WR a YoTld of imaginaVion Yhile RTeUeTXing a childlike dTiXe.

PL: Do VheUe V[ReU of chaTacVeTU inURiTe Vhe XaTieV[ of maTk-making and maVeTialU VhaV [oW WUe?

RN: The[ deÕniVel[ inURiTe Vhe maTk-making and Vhe choice of coloTU, UWch aU Yhen áÆm deRicVing 
ÕTe and ice oT lighVning bolVU. AU faT aU maVeTialU, áÆm moUV comfoTVable YiVh Vhe oneU VhaV aTe 
immediaVe, like acT[lic, RencilU, maTkeTU, and URTa[ RainV. á loXe Vhe UReed of YoTking YiVh VheUe 
maVeTialU.

PL: HoY diÞcWlV iU iV Vo keeR Vhe YoTk WRfTonV, Vo keeR iV childlike?

RN: áV comeU naVWTall[ becaWUe áÆm haXing fWn. TheTe aTe RainVingU VhaV á haXe Vo YTeUVle YiVh Vo 
make Vhem comRleVe, bWV á haXe a naVWTal inVeTeUV in YanVing Vo keeR making YoTk. á Vhink VheTeÆU 
a loV moTe Vo WnRack and a loV moTe aTeaU of inXeUVigaVion Vo keeR iV going.

PL: Do [oW VT[ Vo UVa[ in a \one Yhen YoTking?

RN: á loXe Vhe \one Yhen iV haRRenU, bWV á Vhink Vhe \one comeU b[ conVinWoWUl[ dTaYing in m[ 
UkeVchbook. áVÆU like an aVhleVe RTacVicing a VhTee-RoinV UhoVÄYhen Vhe game comeU, he can jWUV 
hiV Vhe UhoV YiVhoWV Vhinking aboWV iV. YoW can geV in a \one YiVh RainVing, in a Uemi-VTance UVaVe 
of mind, YheTe iV feelU like Uomeone elUe iU making Vhe YoTk.

PL: WhaV Tole doeU dTaYing Rla[ in Vhe deXeloRmenV of [oWT chaTacVeTU?

RN: DTaYing iU a hWge RaTV of m[ YoTk. áÆm Teall[ inVeTeUVed in YhaV line can do. TheTe aTe Uo 
man[ Ya[U Vo YoTk iV. SomeVimeU Yhen áÆm dTaYing and donÆV knoY YhaV á YanV Vo do, áÆll jWUV
UVaTV UcTibbling oT making maTkU and UomeVhing Yill come of iV. á TemembeT YaVching m[
gTandmoVheT doodling Yhile UReaking on Vhe Rhone, Yhich ma[ haXe moViXaVed me Vo dTaY.
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j ROBERT NAVA. PHOTO BY ARGENáS APOLáNARáO. COURTESY THE ARTáST AND VáTO SCHNABEL GALLERY.

aánUVallaVion XieY: RobeTV NaXa AngelU, ViVo Schnabel GalleT[, NeY YoTk, FebTWaT[ 25 Ã ARTil 10,=2021.

PL: ATe [oW oRen Vo miUVakeU oT VhingU going aYT[ in Vhe RToceUU of VWTning a UkeVch inVo 
a highl[ eZRTeUUiXe RainVing?

RN: YeU, á aRRTeciaVe Vhe eTToT. YeV oXeT Vime, YhaV YaU a miUVake can become anoVheT 
foTm of=maTk-making. áV geVU VWTned on iVU head Uo mWch VhaV iV becomeU UomeVhing 
good.

PL: ATe an[ of [oWT UWbjecVU UReciÕcall[ inURiTed b[ aTV, ÕlmU, comicU, liVeTaVWTe, oT Xideo 
gameU?

RN: Some of Vhem, [eU. TheTe aTe RieceU of all of VhoUe caVegoTieU in m[ YoTk. While 
UhaTkU aTe RTedaVoT[ ÕUh VhaV aTe aU old aU Vime, Vhe[ÆTe moUV ofVen conUideTed monUVeTU 
becaWUe of moXieU, like JaYU oT DeeR BlWe Sea.

PL: HoY do [oW achieXe Vhe inVenUe leXel of eneTg[ VhaV [oWT YoTk conXe[U?

RN: MWUic haU a loV Vo do YiVh iV, RaTVicWlaTl[ inVenUe mWUic. SomeVimeU á dTaY UloYl[ oT 
RainV UloYl[ Vo make a line look faUV, Vo giXe iV Vhe aRReaTance of UReed, Yhile aV oVheT 
VimeU iV jWUV haRRenU SWickl[, and á Vhink Vhe mWUic haU a loV Vo do YiVh iV.

PL: WhaV kind of mWUic do [oW liUVen Vo Yhile YoTking?

RN: áVÆU moUVl[ Vechno and hoWUe, bWV noV all of Vhe Vime. SomeVimeU á liUVen Vo meVal oT 
TaRÄoT eXen claUUical. á RTefeT Vo RWV on a VYo- oT VhTee-hoWT UeV, YheTe Vhe DJ VakeU [oW 
on a joWTne[. áV jWUV UVa[U on and á geV going. á geV Vaken on a TolleTcoaUVeT Tide of 
emoVionU and VheTe aTe ReakU and Xalle[U in Vhe UVWdio. áV haU a heaTVbeaV oT a RWlUe VhaV 
Teall[ geVU inVenUe.
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j ROBERT NAVA. COURTESY THE ARTáST AND VáTO SCHNABEL GALLERY.

RobeTV NaXa, SeTaRhim and CloWdU, 2020. AcT[lic and gTeaUe Rencil on canXaU 85 Z 73 incheU.

PL: YoWT TecenV UhoY aV Pace in Palm Beach YaU cenVeTed aToWnd UhaTkU, Yhile Vhe 
eZhibiVion aV ViVo Schnabel GalleT[ iU focWUed on angelU. ATe VheUe bodieU of YoTk aboWV 
chaTacVeTU Yho aTe boVh good and eXil, and if [eU, hoY iU VhaV eZRTeUUed?

RN: Good XeTUWU eXil iU UomeVhing VhaVÆU RTeUenV in Vhe YoTk, bWV iV comeU doYn Vo YhaV 
Vhe chaTacVeTU aTe doing in Vhe RainVingU. TheTe aTe haRR[ UhaTkU and UcaT[ UhaTkU, and 
Vhe Uame iU VTWe of Vhe angelU. Some of Vhe angelU aTe eZRTeUUing angeT oT Tage and 
oVheTU aTe Ueen Umiling or  saving people, even if they look frightening. I like going back and forth 
between what’s helping and what’s harming.

PL: ATe [oW baVVling YiVh VheUe chaTacVeTU Yhen cTeaVing Vhem oT RiVVing Vhem againUV 
one anoVheT once Vhe RainVingU aTe ÕniUhed?

RN: áÆm noV, bWV Vhe UVWdio UomeVimeU doeU. á Vhink VhaVÆU hoY Vhe ÕTUV angel RainVing YaU 
made. TheTe YeTe Uo man[ monUVeT RainVingU VhaV á YanVed UomeVhing VhaV coWld hold 
Vhem back, like coWld VhiU beaV VhaV one. á donÆV Vhink aboWV iV Yhen á make Vhem, bWV 
Yhen Vhe[ÆTe done, Vhe[ haXe VheiT oYn conXeTUaVionU.

PL: HoY do [oW aVVack Vhe canXaU? HoY do [oW inVeTacV YiVh iV Yhen RainVing?

RN: TheTe aTe diàeTenV aRRToacheU, diàeTenV eneTgieU, deRending on Vhe XaTieV[ of 
mWUic. áf claUUical mWUic iU Rla[ing, á ma[ go UloY YiVh Vhe line, gTacefWll[, and eleganVl[. áf 
iVÆU Vechno, áÆll hiV iV like a UVoTmÄáÆll go in haTd YiVh Vhe RainV and UVeR back Yhile iVÆU 
dT[ing. YoW coWld Vhink of iV like joWUVing, YiVh in and oWV geUVWTeU. YoW coWld alUo Ua[ like 
Ring Rong, going back and foTVh. Some of Vhe UVWdio Vime iU jWUV UVTaighV WR looking and 
Vhen diXing back inVo iV.
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j ROBERT NAVA. COURTESY THE ARTáST AND VáTO SCHNABEL GALLERY.

RobeTV NaXa, SafeV[ Angel 4, 2021. AcT[lic and gTeaUe Rencil on canXaU 60 Z 48 incheU.

PL: Do [oW keeR [oWT VoolU and maVeTialU cloUe aV hand?

RN: á leaXe iV all on Vhe ÖooT. áVÆU all oXeT Vhe ÖooT. áVÆU all miZed VogeVheT. áVÆU noV 
oTgani\ed. When áÆm looking foT a RainV choice iVÆU almoUV like a haYk coming doYn foT iVU 
RTe[, bWV chance can alUo infoTm ceTVain deciUionU.

PL: YoWÆXe made Vhe RainVingU AUVeToid MakeT Angel, CloWd RideT Angel, and NighV SVoTm 
Angel foT Vhe UhoY. HoY man[ V[ReU of m[Vhical angelU aTe VheTe?

RN: TheTeÆU an endleUU nWmbeT of angelU. á haXe a feY bookU on Vhem VhaV á WUe foT 
TeUeaTch. á like Vo jWUV diXe in, aU UomeVimeU iVÆU jWUV a biV of VeZV VhaV Yill load me YiVh 
ideaU. The[ haXe
UReciÕc VTaiVU, deRending on Vhe Teligion of oTigin. TheTe aTe angelU foT Vhe V[Re of da[ iV 
iU and an angel VhaV RToVecVU RaTVicWlaT V[ReU of Yind fTom ceTVain diTecVionU. TheTe aTe 
fallen angelU and angelU of deaVh. TheTe aTe Uo man[ diàeTenV V[ReU.

PL: ATe [oW VWTning old ValeU inVo neY fanVaUieU?

RN: SomeYhaV, bWV á haXenÆV Teall[ Rlaced Vhem in comRleZ naTTaViXe UeVVingU [eV. á Vhink 
VhaV Yill come, bWV TighV noY á jWUV enXiUion Vhem one aV a Vime, aU XeT[ iconic ÕgWTeU.
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PL: WhaV Tole doeU [oWT UVWdio maVe, a black caV named JWmanji, Yho haU a big 
RTeUence on [oWT ánUVagTam Rage, Rla[ in Vhe cTeaVion of VheUe conVemRoTaT[ 
m[VhU?

RN: HeÆU deÕniVel[ goV UomeVhing Vo do YiVh iV. HeÆU in VheTeÄoT aV leaUV hiU haiT iU 
liVeTall[ in VheTe. á Uee a loV of him in Vhe YoTk. HiU e[eU aTe like a dTagonÆU e[eU and 
hiU VeeVh aTe SWiVe=ominoWU, and Yhen á conUideT hiU UoWl, iV UeemU XeT[ ancienV. 
HeÆU Vhe onl[ oVheT RTeUence in m[ UVWdio, bWV VhaV ma[ Uoon change.
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